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Dear Hartland School Community, 

As you are aware, in collaboration with Litchfield County Superintendents Association, the local health 

officials, and Hartland Board of Education, the difficult decision was made to close schools for a period 

of two weeks beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 due to Coronavirus concerns.  At the end of the two 

weeks, in consultation with local health officials and guidance from the CSDE, we will re-evaluate the 

situation and decide if we can reopen or remain closed.  We know a prolonged closure creates 

hardships for parents and caregivers. This situation is a fluid one and the uncertainty of the duration 

of the closure is very difficult for all of us.  We appreciate you working with us to keep the health and 

safety of students and all those in the community as a top priority.  We know you may have a lot of 

questions. Some we can answer at this time, and unfortunately some we may not be able to answer 

but will certainly get back to you.  We wanted to update you on the new information we have as of 

today. 

180- Day School Requirement 

On March 12th, Governor Lamont issued an Executive Order waiving the 180-day requirement.  This 

means that all schools will close on or before June 30th regardless of the number of school sessions 

held.  The Connecticut State Department of Education also announced that they are strongly 

recommending providing students with “supplemental materials” to support student learning and are 

not recommending that districts engage in “distance learning”.  Districts could apply for a waiver, but 

were advised to exhaust all available days in June rather than seek a waiver. Thus, parents should 

expect that our last day of school will be June 30th.  At this time, it is premature to look at the April 

vacation.  There is too much uncertainty about the length of the school closure to speak definitively 

on this matter. 

Student Learning 

Student engagement in learning during school closure is important.  On Friday, some teachers 

provided students with materials that can be used for supplemental learning when not in school. 

Other teachers will be emailing you regarding what students can do during this two-week closure. 

Please check your emails daily.  Students in grades 4 – 8 brought their chrome books home for this 

learning.  We are asking students in grade 3 to pick up their chrome books at Hartland School this 



week during the hours of 9:00 am – 12:00 pm.  If schools are closed more than two weeks, we will be 

updating you on what student learning will look like for your child.   A comprehensive plan will be 

explained should we get to that point.   

Meals for Students 

EdAdvance Food Service in collaboration with Region 7, Torrington and Winchester Public Schools are 

offering meals for students during school shutdown.  Meals will be provided at two locations in the 

area, Vogel-Wetmore School in Torrington located at 68 Church Street and Pearson Middle School 

in Winchester located at 2 Wetmore Avenue.  Starting on Monday, March 16th, meals will be provided 

in a drive thru fashion at both sites.  Both sites will be open Monday through Friday from 11:30 am – 

1:00 pm.  Any child 18 or under will be provided a Grab and Go bag lunch for that day and a breakfast 

for the next morning.  Children do not need to be present.  Any questions may be directed to Becky 

Tyrrell, Food Service Director at 860-567-0863 ext. 1148 

School Building 

At this time, Hartland School will be open this week from 9:00 – 12:00 to the public so students who 

were absent can pick up their belongings and report cards.  We’d also like 3rd grade students to pick 

up their chrome books during this time. Our custodial staff will be doing a deep cleaning.  They will 

thoroughly clean and disinfect the building. 

This situation is complex and nothing we have ever dealt with before.  We know we are making some 

difficult decisions that disrupt daily lives and routines; nonetheless, the health and safety of our 

students, staff and the Hartland community will be at the center of all decision-making.  We 

appreciate your flexibility, patience and understanding during this challenging time.  Hartland School 

has amazing students, positive and supportive families, incredibly dedicated teachers and staff, a 

thoughtful school leader, and a highly effective Board of Education.  We will work through this difficult 

time together. 

Sincerely, 

Imma Canelli     Superintendent of Schools  

Imma Canelli 
 

Pamela Weber     Chairman, Board of Education 
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